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•iHK bJAJi'y Vi Mii'U';MN(i iNlfiTiUi :Tlt)N IN Tift; KLl-;- 
MENTAUV HCHOtli.S ^ DrcU'r No, 7023409 

n/U^Mc Ralph 1),, Kd.D. Htit'lmni Yoin;^ University, 1070. 

It \Ui\H ttM* pur[]'>.SH of ih\H Study to fine' to what extent tpuch- 
«ra are con*ici jualy toachiny Ust'^iilng siWillJ ii. grades cf 

*'l^'nHMit;*ry jiciiofi ^. '\num«^ 'ur^ tipurifir: qim^ittoni to bo 
answered wurr: (1) how UsteninG; beiiig taught--a& an inde- 
|jend»?rtt aubjectj ur in conjunction with other subject rtiatter; 
(2 ) v; fei t t'f f rc t J i f a u y ^ <\a lb o i nd t?p und i^n t va r I a bl o?i tyf b:i C k - 
gi'ound wraining, years of teaching experl&nce, or gracie level 
assignment have upon the dependent variabieH in thi.^ study; 
and (3) why ai'B sotrje tbachers not teaching listening? 

Analyses of variance were performed upon data generate*1 
by a survey questionnaire. Results Indicated that uniformity 
of iriMtruction is lacking in the eiemencary achouis and the main 
reujofi teacliHrs do not teach Usteniny Is becaase ol the already 
ovfjcrowdet! curricL',ium. Most elementary teacherH ^vhn :ln 
teach listening teach it both as a separate subject and in con- 
jtinctinn with othfr subject mnttc*r. Finally^ gi'ade level aj^^lgn- 
mmt, more thkin any other variable, affecHe the status of lis- 
tening instruction in th€ elementary schools. 



A STUDY OF THE EFFECTrVENES§ OF SEVEN ALTER- 
NATIVE MEDIA PRESENTATIONS ON THE TEACHING OF 
gELECTED RESEARCH SKlLLi TO SIXTH GRADERS 

Order No. 7820311 

BRAWAHD, Elsie Katherinej Ed.D. Rutgtrs Univirsity 
The Stajtf University of New Jersty {New Brunswick), 1978, 
U/pi^* Chairpefion: Robert P. Parkor, Jr. 

The pyrpose of this s^udy was to asseii th^eft^tiventis 
of Btym alternative medii formats bn tht initruction of library 
re ie arch sktlia using stSected refertnct books* In additioiij 
the possible interaction between the studtnt's reading level, 
ten snd each alternative medi^ forniat was investigated. The 
ieveii illernative media formats were: (1) Print, (2) Plctura, 
i%) aound, (4) Print/^tettire, (5) Priiit/Saun'1, (6) Plehire/ 
Sound, and (7) Print/Picture/3ound« 

tee hundred and fifty^ eight sixth grade boys and girls oom-^ 
plettd this fifte^^we^ stuiy. The Ss were caiegoriz^ into 
three ^ou^s accordini to reading ability, high, middle and low. 
Within these groups the Ss were randomly assipied to either 
one o! the sev^en Ej^erlmintal Oroups or the Control Ghfoup. 

Teiphing materials wer <f pri^ared esp^tally for this study 
in order to provide for exact duplij^ation of content In ei£h.sl 
the seven formats. 

A complete factorial arrangem^t of five viu'iables (2x33g 
23c2s2) prodded the ppportimity for testing bf means of a rtan^ 
dard factorial analysis of variance thlrfy-'one null hypotheses^ 
The five variables were Sen (M*F), HeidLng Level (H-M-L), 
"Print (Present or Absent), Picture (JPresent or Msent), and 
Sound (Present or Absent). Each null f^pothesls, includinf 
mMn eff^ts and all possible Interifti^s among these five 
variabl#Sp,c^stituted a separate hypathesis to be tasted* In 
iUp Uiere were nUiity^three qiecifie hypothesis since each 
^potheiii was terted s^ar^ely for each of the three difiMi^ 
dmt wf^ies. _ * 

There were sifpilf leant Sound Print (p < .01) and Print ic 



The Btutjt^nta' e^joaire to tho upecUic treLitmonts may have 
effects their attltudea towiird tha inaisrlal. For exanipl©, If 
a stud^t found hl3 a^sisned treatment uninterestlTg for Ida 
style oi learning, this diamterent could have been reflected in 
his performance on the tos^. 

There '^ro two general conclusions which can bu* drawn from 
this study: 1, Different media comblnationp are liJEely to be dif^ 
ferifntially effective with students of different reading levels. 
3. Th^ presentntirin q\ rt*€!MnfJ:in i informntion in rinffisrenfc inod^a 
and presentid aimultaneously ' not be effective for all stu^ 
dents. 

f 



LANGUAGE AS A POT^TIAL MEANS OF INCREASING 
THE PERCEPTUAL ART ABILITY OF ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL CHILDREN Order No, 7810280 

BULLOCKj Ray E., Ed.D, Fial! State Univer-^ify, 1978. I^^np. 
Adviser' Dr. Dwikel J* Reeves 

The purpose of this investigation was to develop instruc- 
tion^ methods to affect the visual perceptual abilities of yot^g 
children^ 

Eleanor Gibson has described visual perception as the pro-^ 
cesa by which we obtain firsthand infui' .nation about the world 
around us. Accordiug to Gibson visual perception is a complex 
process of handling a multitude of visual bits of Information or 
cuts, so that a response to the information can be made. With 
these ideaa in mind a sern s of lajiguage ta^ks were developed 
to encourage children to a tend and respond to visual stimuli 
in order to Investigate th^ extent to which lajiguage may mod-* 
Ify or enhance visual perceptual ability^ 

The jample for this study was comprised of ninety^four 
fourth grade students in four intact classes in the Eastbrook 
^ Community Schjoi COi'par^lon^ Marlonj mdiiyia. Three groups 
were randomly assigned to the experimental treatments and 
«ie to the control condition. One group received in-proeess 
lan^age training while viewing and discussing color slides of 
^ painfings; a second group received language training by ex^ 
posure to semantic' differential scales while viewing the sam# 
paintings; a third group received a condimsed ^d integrated 
version of the treatment received by the other two 'exparimen^ 
tal Ire^ment groups; whiil^ a. lourth group sei veu ^ a control 
sectlm and received tradition^ art instruct ion, primarily work- 
ing with common art materials without specific language In- 
structiqn and without viewing color slides of paintings. The 
subjects in all four groups were pre- and post^tested using the 
Children's Embedded Figures Test (CEFT), the Motor- Free 
Visual perception Test (MVPT) and the vocabulary sutste^ of 
the ^anford Diagnostic Reading Test (SDRT). 

Data collected during this investigation was subjected to 
. ^ analysis of covari^ce techniques audi when iipiificant rattps 
were obt^ned, follow-u('^-tests were conducted. In addition^ 
correlation coefficients were obtained to evaluate possible re- 
litfionships between the three sets of measures. The confid^ce 
level for testing the null hypotheses was set at an ypha of M~ 
l^vlew ot the d^a led to the following conclusions i 

(A) Objects receiving a condense and integrated virsi^ 
- of the language treatment including in -process verbalization 
and ^^sure to semuitic differ intial scales while viewing 
color s|iides of paintings achieved gi^iflcanU^ higher CUl- 
dren's foibedded Figures Test scores than subjects in the 
Control Group, Th^ resisting data indicated that treatment 



Thili ;invr'*iti'-3=! in ivriffp fVi attempt to prpsirrl!)?* hov lub^ 
jects jticuiU rci; p iiitj to viHUiil stimuU, nor did it Inier that 
those rm^jmi): mtvo oithftr deBlrable or in4ltefable. At the 
gam?? time thtH !r *'r'?«riKUtinn niartK no afN*mpf to asnOH;? the 
aasthttlo eflect;} I !unguii|?y treatment. The nnciings suggest, 
(lowevcjr^ that tho ij\clu3lon lunguagc taakis may .s'imuhite 
aiui {nC-Tiaae perceptual activity iind ability thereby aiding chlN 
dren in developing perceptuaJ skills. 

The most impurtujit general finding In this investigation lo 
tiff? fac* li'ntinH ^tij*ct of th'f ron':hin. ?.tion f)! yt^nu^Jittc dif fcirentitll 
scales iWd auditui y verbal in-process response as a mod© of * 
instruction to ^ncrea^e visual perceptual ability. This combi- 
nation nf lani^uage factors evidencly infltienced the subjects to 
process plctorhii iiifor motion more eFfectivel^* perhaps by 
directing their uttenUon to Ihe distinative featuroe of the 
paintings. 



LANGUAGE ARTS CURk^f 'JLUM PLANNING AND EXECU-^^ 
TEOM CN THE ?^irDDLK. f'^^'OniJ OF A FLORLDA DlSTniCf 

Order No. 7010932 

CAltLSON, Farl Charles, Ed.D. The UniverBlty of Florida^ 
il2pp. Chairman: Michael Y. Nunnery 

The planning and 'OKeruUon of certain aspects of the aca^ 
deniic curriculum of a citfi'ti^ritrali^ed FioriUa school district 
was the focus of this s^^i'dy. The language artj program of tha 
middle schools of the diistrict )vas used as a vehlole to detfr^ 
mine the extent to which goals, objectives, a_nd priorities were 
establishedg perceivedj understood^ and internallzedi and to 
wtmt degree teachera and adniinistrators were oommitted to 
the goali aiid priorities as Indicated, by their programs of in- 
struction. The participation of teachers and administrators in^ 
the curriculum planning process as well as their perceptlohs 
of the supervision or monitoring of curriculum implementation 
were also studied. .Data were collected through a study of dis- 
trict and school documents and through structured intervlewi 
with eight district and school administrators and 26 teachers. 

In the literature, numerous reports of studies were found 
related to management in general and majiagement of educa- 
tional enterprises in particular. Substantial research had also 
be#n done in curriculuni planning and design. However, no em*- 
pirie^I research was found describing adequate techniques and 
prucesses ior iruiiHiating tii^o^y into practice. 

Widespread criticism of the public school system leading to 
such legislation as Florida's Educational Accountability Act of 
1976, has placed the impetus on school administrators to con'« 
ceive and bring about changes to meet legislative requirements. 
This has focused attention on the need to determine wlmt oausei' 
the gap between what "ought" to be taught and what is in fact 
taught <^tD document process deficiencies In transforming nian- 
agerijl intentions into consumable instructions at the classrooEA 
leVeL 

An analysis^ of the data led to the ^following, condiusions: 
1^ The language arts academic progi^am is characterized by a 
^ek of clarity in the estabUshement of goals, objectives, and 
priorittes both at tha district and school levels for subjects 
other than readings 2. There appears to be a lack of understuid^ 
lag of goals md prlDritieg when Judged by the diverse responses 
of administrators and teachers regarding their perGeptlons of 
p^ls and priorities, 3^ Programs of instruc^on appear to havt 
' bcin dttermined by factors other th^ the attahiment of prtdt^ 
tsrmliiad goals, Risponses of teachers indicated that ttieir 
pfogr^s are shaped by materials avaiyLble, fellow teachers' 



;n that fonclhiink nnndnd for riirriniilnni iniprnviMiHMit ir^ bpin- 
obtained. Thin, along with other factor a already mentionedj 
creates. the impreBsion of u lack of logical structure needed to 
cptimiiie thu ucLuiHniic program, 



AN INVESTIGATION OF HANDWRITING ACHIEVEMENT AMD 

VISUAL-^MOTQH-'PKflCKPlTON AniLlTJES OF FinST GRADE 
STUDENTS Order No. 7819586 

ENGL E MAN, Mary Ann, Ph.D. The Ohio State University^ 1978, 
229pp, Advlserr Dr. John O, Cooper 

This investigation, sought to determine a battery of testg 
which could be used to predict haiidwrlting success or failure. 
Through adminiitration early in grade one, individuals requlr^ 
ing indlvidualizid instruction in writing could be determined 
before poor writing habits were solidified. 

The investiption aleo sought elarfflcation of the proees: and 
task^ philosophies of assessment and teaching as they relate to 
handwriting. 

Available tests of visual perceptlonj motor coordination, and 
visual-motor integration abflities are reviewed and lests se'^ 
leeted to assess these processes as subskiUs considered ncc = 
essary for successful hanclwriting. Tests are also reviewed 
for evaluation of handwriting as a task or learned skill* 

The first five subtests of the SUngerland Screening Teats for 
Identifying Children with Sjieclflc Language DisabiHty, Form 
were ^ministered as task tests* The Word Discrimination 
Tist was selected to assess visual perception and the Bender 
Oestall Test for Young Children and the Developmental Tast of 
Visual -Motor Integration were selected as tests of visual -motor 
integration. No availablt test of flne^motor coordinatior was 
considered appropriate for this investigation. 

The eight tests were administered in small groups and/or 
Indivldimlly to 124 first graders In May, 1976, The proceis and 
task test results were compared with handwriting evalu Ulong - 
of actual clajsroom written papers^ through statistical ^aly- 
sis, to dettrmiiirt cni most effective combination of teats for 
uii as a predictive tettery for handwriting achievement^ 

Although a predictive equation did establish a battery of 
tests of significant value, It was evident that tt.e process tests 
ware Inadsquat© in iiolatlng and assessing the subskills involved 
in handwriting* The Bender Cestalt Test, however, was aignlfi- 
eanUy oorrelated with handwriting and superior to the other test 
of visual -motor intep-ation. 

Slingerland Tests provid to be significantly vtluaWe in 
sampling handwriting under varied conditions, such as cOj^ng 
near, copying far, and using short term memory for copying* 
Tbt Uisk asseisinent h^ value'^as soon as some writing akllls 
are attained. Further, even late In grade one the majority of 
. tha stodenti have not mastered average writing sWlls^ so as* 
^ssment for remediation and information for indivldualiied In- ' 
structlon is needed and av^lable ^through the use of the Slinger- 
land Tests. 



AN WVESTIGATION INTO THE EFFICACY OF A TA^ 
ANALraS MODEL FOR THE DIAGNbSiS AND RIMEDI- 
ATION OF HANDWRITING PROBLEMS OF THE LEARN- 
ING DSABLED Order No. 1Bl$TI% 



FuVty teatiht'r-j wpre roiidomly divided in(o four oqunj roups 
iiid each teacher ntmlonUy «ol(»ntod five ig :irniiig dtsabied ffiu- 
d^nta from grMuu imt to six witli demonstrated handwriting 
problems. On- ^roup of teneiiora uncd tho trisk anrUysis mode! 
(Experiment 111) mtt group used the recommended California 
St^e liandwriting ttixt (Standard ^lethod)^ one group used uny 
niathod they prei erred (Aiiy Mfjthod), and the fourth group ro- 
coived no formai instruction or supervised practice In hand- 
writing (No Method), A preteat, five suceesstv.^ weekly testa, 
und a posttti^t wcro vuUi\\i\]VAvA'vi\, 

The teachers in tlie L^xpe.'inierital Group compU^^d a pro^ 
framnied manual, attended u workshop, md passed a test con^ 
eerning the vise of the h»-k malyHis modeh The teacherS^in 
the Standard Method Group [itleiuied a workshop on the use Of 
the Cidifornia State text. The other teachers received no train- 
Ini gpeciflc to this study. All students except those in the No 
R^ethod Group worked on iKMuUvritini^ fni ftrteen minutes eRCb 
day. 

Using the task ajvalysls model, the teachers in the Experi- 
mental Group diagnosed each student ae e^chibiting handwriting 
problems due to input, output^ or association defictennies, 
Three standardized visual perception tests were admLnlatefeu 
to each student. Using the distribution of scores on these tht'co 
/ testi, each student was classified as exhibiting input, output, or 
association deficiencies. % 

Annlyies of yariance and t-teste were performed on the col- 
lected data to detei*inine differences in amount and rate of im- 
provement over the seven testing pe>'iods for the four mothod 
groups and diagnosed defiLiency groups within each method 
group. A gamma statistic ,was computed to determine the nor* 
relation betsveen the two methods df diiignosis; 

Results indicated that students in the EKperimental Group 
Improyed significantly in their handwriting skilis over the seven 
testing ptfiods when compared with students in the other gfoups^ 
Tht Improvement in handwriting was Identified as due to sp^ 
eifie inttrtetions between trffatment and diagnosed defiaipncf, 
Reiulti identified as exhibiting Input and output deflclenoieS 
improvtd significantly over tirrtp. The Itandwriting of students 
^in the Experimental Group exhibiting association problemi Im- 
proved srightly. The handwriting of students in the Standard 
Method and Any Method Groups who were identified as exhibit- 
ing Input and association deficiencies did ,not Improve over 
time. The handwriting of students In the Standard Method and 
Any Method Groups who were identified as exhibiting output de^ 
ficieneiei; improved somewhat over time. Those students in 
the group with no mettiod of instrucciuu decUned significaiitiy 
in their handwriting proficiency over time regardless of diag- 
nosed deficiency, 

These findings l^iply that tlie ta^ analysis model Is a useful 
©ni for the diagnosis and remediation of hnnflwriting problfms 
related to the input and output dimensions :he handwriting 
task. 

Remits indicated that there was a significant agreement be- 
tween a diagnosis derived from the distribution of fecores on 
three standai'diEed tests md the diagnosis of speuiflc hmdwrlt- 
Sng probie^i area as Identified by teachers using the task anily^ 
sis model. This agreement implies that the results of th#s# 
thres tests can be used to identify a student^s specific hand- 
writing problem ai^ea- 



A STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF A SERmi OF LESSOM 
W LSTENmO COMPREHENSION, BASED UPON CHIL^ 
mm^'B LITERATURE, ON READINO COMPREHSNSIC^ 



Th^ fallowlnf^ menmn'Mr ^«/rr(? iKiminifitprrd: 1) Thp Short 
F O f m Test of A u i^jem i c ^p t i^ude to yield IQ scores. 2) The 
purrtiU LlrtMAO^^j S^Pg Serigs to yield listening and reading 
fr:uK' equivalent sCOi CS. 

The quantifiable data were aiialyzed through Pearaon prod^p 
uct- moment corriiUition, analysis of vain mice, and analyDls of 
CO variance, 

AiV * His of these dp.ta nnabled the inv^rf^yator to resjch 
the fo in^ conclusions; 

Queitiod 1 : What are the differenees in listenui;. coinp. rhpn- 
sion of those children who pai'tlcipated in d series of Iol- oim 
in listening coniprohension and those chUuren who did net prvr- 
ticipate in the lessons? 

F Midinga '. Tiiere was a significant difference between the 
pre^. ind posttest scores when the sample was considereU as 
' a whole irrespective of treatment, sex, and IQ. The' control 
group showed significantly greater gains in Total jLiintening 
when treatment was cCiisidered. 

Qu e stion 2 \ What are the differ ences in reading achi^vemtnt of 
thoie childrer ^vh^ participate^^ in a series of leseons in listgn" 
Ing comprehension and thoso children who did not pajrtleipate 
' In the lessons? 

Foldings i There was a slpiificant di 'erence betw^^n the 
pr^ i«d posttest scores when the Baui'). ^ was considered as 
a whole irrespective of treatment^ r ex and IQ, There v ere 
no sipiificant differences between the es^er I mental and con- 
tra groupie 

Queitlon 3t What is the relatlon^ip of s^ to li string ancl/or 
reading ^hlevemint?^^ 

Findings : Girls shewed itatlstically greater gains than 
boys in listening, ThfTa ware no slgnUlcant dlfftrencei be- 
twain boys and girlsia re^ng. 

^ggtlon^ : What la[tht relationship of Intelllgenge to listsAing 
and/or reading achieyiment? 

Flqdlnga : The high IQ group showed a sti^lstlcaily gretfer 
gain than thi|iQW IQ group in listening ^d In the Sentenca 
heading subtest. A signifigani interaction favored high IQ girls 
k tb@ Total LI string subtesti The interaction of treatment^ 
\ Bts» aiid IQ, while^not stafistically slgnlficimt Bt the ,05'leyi^, ^ 
had a strong effect on Voc^ul vy Li string for high IQ girls h 
in the Qontrol group* No Interactions were reported In readiiig. 

The data revealedi that listening cm be tiuight and is mea^ 
Kir^e] that a series of original listening eompreheniiOB lei- 
s^i, baied upon ohUdren's llt@?a£UFt, does not have a posittve 
impact on reading achievement in iecond grade; that girls ^ow 
lirgf r gains in listening and rea^ng achievement than do boyi; 
and thaJ^ the high IQ group shows l^ger gains in listenlni and 
reafdng a0hievement than does the low IQ group^ 



THE PERFORMA^'OE OF SECRIT^MES ON JOB^HILATID r 
REAMm AND WRITING TASM Order No. 7121249 

HmNEI^NN, Bmm Turk, E4D. Hofstra Univtrsi^, ISIS. 
192pp. 

The major purposes of this study werei (1) to anidys#lh9 
9HI1ll{^« nf s@r!i*etar!e9 to omrlOTm iob^related readlns and writ-* 
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, To accompUaii th^s© purrig.Hea thirty -nine secretaries who 
■./ur'::==. *t.." X :3Ut]i>i- Uuitcd LU.i*=g^ L.wL'pur,diu^ in Nc:w Vui'U CUy 
from on© to five yoru j4,Mvero between nineteen and thirty vtMra 

f. ai^&f luicl graduate 1 from high schroli were chosen for the 
study, Eight jjb=rt>lr.ted rt>ucUjig and writing taska Nvere ad- 
mtnisterec! tc five gubjocts at ;mu tin & diuMng thoir svork Uay and 
in a conle ranee room in their place of mnployuwnt. The ciirec- 
tions and thu materials that the s 'creturie^ had to road in order 
to obtain the j'Treet answers tor thd pe^'forraaRCe tusks were 
mPilyr^d for Byntncttc cottipl^xif^y. Thp fuur factors un'^d to 
rneaEure syntactic complexity were* (X) mean length qi I'-unit^ 
(2) meanclau&e lengthp (3) percentage ot instances of embfddid 
nominal clau^eSi and (4) percentage^ of instances of embec^ded 
nominui phrases. 

Frequency couiiIh and percentages were used to compute the 
kinds of responses and types of errors made by the Becretaries 
on the performance tasks and to determine If there were any 
pattans to fhe errors they made. Analysis of vai'iance testi 
were used to determine if significant differ ences existed be- 
tween the secretaries' ability to perform each task and all the 
tasks, and the number of years they had be^^n employed at the 
corporatiorL The Spearman Rho rank oraer correlation test 
was u^ed to determine if there was a significant positive corre- 
lation between each of tlie factors of syhtactic complexity and 
the mean number of incorrect responses. 

Findings indicated that many secretaries (1) ignored direc- 
. tlons; (2) had difficulty with basic punctuation, capitalization, 
and verb tense usage; (3) could not list events in order of pri- 
ority; (4) could not distinguish ntain ideas from details; and 
(5) had difficulty in correctly replacing words in the cloze 
procedure^ The most prevalent errors made by the secretaries 
were (1) following directions; and (2) capitaliiingj punotuatingj 
and using verb tense correctly. The number of errors made ' 
by 0 if srcfary varied from task to task. 

T'lere was no signii ^-ant difference between the secretar- 
ies* ibility to perform ort any of the eight tasks and the number 
oJ yeara they had been employed at the corporation. Therf 
was tio significant positive correlation between any of the four 
fsctCTi of synte.;tic complexity and the percentage of incorrect 
rtiponriea. 

The conclusions drawn were: (1) The errors madrby the 
iubjects in carryong out job-related tasks revealed deficiencies 
in following directions^ dealing with certain basic grammatical 
itructuiresj and judging significance of events and/or main 
ideaa. (2) A higher percentage of grammatical errors were 
mads when secretaries'were proofreading a letter written by 
anothfr writer^ th^ when they composed their own letters. 
(3) Although there were discerriible patterns to the errors that 
stcretarlts made across all the tasks, there were l^ss defini- 
tive pitterns to the errors that asmgle secretary made through- 
oat the tasks. (4) Cantrary to the bindings of other studies and 
investigations, there wire no significant differences in the 
leeretarlea* quality of performance based on experience. The 
g#ntral. reduction in writing ^lUty of many young psople and 
the changing role of women Jn our society might account for the 
dlsertpancy betwe in this "study and those found In the literature, 
(i) Canto*ary to previous rtiearch, the four factors of syntactic 
eornplexity did not appear to affect the secreLnries- perfor- 
mance Qtvjob -related tasks. Two interfering variables were 
citfd as possible reasons for these results. 

Ouidelines for the revision of the orientation prograni and 
tha design of a secretarial training semin^ were suggested. 
Ouidtllnea for the^ o design of seme of the written materials 
pubUshed by the couipany were also made. 

"Suggtstions for further research Included investigation into 
rt^dlnf and writing abilities needed for varipus levels of em- 
ploy m^wt and different occupations, 
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AN ORAL -AirnAL ^VISUAL APPROACH TO wnrtTEN 
COMMUNICATIVE AUILITY OF SlJLiHCTSD THIRD GRADE 
STUDENTS Order No. 7810S65 

iONCHEN, Geraldine Marie, Ph.D. The Louisiiuia Stat^ Uni ^ 
versity and Agricultural and Mechanical College, 1977/ 1 14pp. 
Supervisor: Professor Doris Conway 

The nmjor purpose of this study was to determine the effec^ 
tivGncss of a curricuhir* sequence of oral language experiences 
upon the subsequent w riling performaJice'of a selected group of 
third graders. A secondary purpose of the study v/as to de- 

' tfcfrmine the effect of oral language practiQe upon'children^s 
written language usage and mechanics of Englisiu 

Hypotheses for the study were based, on the assumption that 
the relationship between oral and written language might be 
used to bring nbout impi'ovement in third graders' ability to 
write compositions. . > 

Eljhty-six third grade stud en from an elementary school 

' li^ Southeastern Luuisiana comp^iised the sample for the study. 
A CiiitroV group of 43 students received traditional language 
inst-^'uction. An eKperimental group of 43 third grade students 
participated in ah experlniental prpgram which consisted of 
activities for oral language expansion and enriclunent 

,Pre -study measures were Form E of the Science Research 
A§Sdeiate% Assessment Survey, Language Arts anc*"a1^ompQ^" 
sition, written in response to a picture stimulus. 

Experimental group teachers used a series of lesson plans^ 
prepared by thaTesearcher^ to expand and enrich the oral lan- 
guage experiences of the "experimental subjeots. The oral 
eessionSi which Included activities such as choral readings, 
sto^ -telling, and puppetry replaced the regular language pro- 
gram. The two control classes received no treatment other ^ 
than the traditional language program. 

Afjer a 12 -week period of 30-minute daily language sea- 
sions^.^all participants were tested on the Science Research 
Asiociates Assessment iurvey. Language Arts . Form and 
wtrt asked to write a composiHon in response to a picture 
itimuius. Pre -study and post^study compositions were rated 
by a panel of three Judges after prncHce in the use of itlecttd 
criteria on compositions similar to those written by the study 
partlcipanta, Compoiifctons were rated for overall quality 
using a fiva^polnt scale and the following criteria: coherence^ 
logical sequence, and originalify of ideas. 

Differenees between the post-test scores of theesperi-' 
mental and control groups were tested for significance through 
an analysis of ^ovariance with the pre -test scores as the cd^ 

^^ariants. Results showed that the experimental treatment did 
not Ugnificantly affect the quality of composition writing of the 
e^gperimcntal group. A significant difference, at the .01 level 
of eonfidence, was found in the experimental groups* perfor'^ 
manee on the standardized language test^ 

The investigator recommended replication of this sfaidy at 

other grade levels and for an extended period of time. Impli^ 

cations of the study for inclusion of oral language activities in 

the elementary language arts program merit further investt^ 

gation. 

RULl-BASED m^TOUCTICW* ^ COGOTTIVE ^APPROACH 
TO BEGTOflNG HANDWRITmO Ifs^^TOUCTlON 

Order No. 7810S8S 

KERK, Ursula, Ed.D. Coiumbia University Teaehera CoU@i% 



The subjects in this stutiv wore S6 kinder^raiton childreii 

'^*.^\.\V4i th^ »ifc4^^ '^-'^ ^i'**-^ ^'^^ ^.-iU'-j drawn irntu turuij jjaro- 
chlo.1 schools iucatetl within seveii bltKtks of each other in Man- 
hattan, Soclo-ticonornic stutTis and ethnic baukK^ounds nf th^ 
chiUiren attending eacii school were coniparablc?, KiruUu'|Tarten 
progranis were siiT.iirtr in each Of the hcMooIb'. 

Thirty-two letttra w©r§ U£»ed in this study: 24 designated 
as "Instructed*' were taught in 16 inifructiunul sessions (four 
were ifiven on the pre* and posttests; four on the second post- 
test); four classified p.s ^NarimsirxivXed'* were al^o prDS'jnted 
on the pre-^ and posttests; four categorized us* "How" *.vn"e . 
given on the. second posttest. The Slingerla^d Pre-Reauing 
Screening Procedures: Test I was used to measure discrimi- 
nation. 

Three separate statis'tical analyses were undertaken. All 
statistical analyses involved factorial arrangement of treat- 
ment conditions and a randomised blc^k procedure for align- 
ing children tu instructional groups; Df nionsLratiun, Verbal, 
Combined Demonstration and Verbal, No Demonstration- Verbal 
instruction. A pre- to posttest paradigm was used to moasure .j 
improved copying and discrimination. A posttest analysis of ^ 
variance was used to examine transfer of learning. Williams^' 
(1D74) scoring sc^le which yields a quantitative score for 
method and appearance was, used to measure copying t)erf or- 
mance. ^ 

^ Risults of the statistical analyses indicated that although 
performance improved on Instructed letters when children 
simply copied, greater gains were obtained when rule-based' 
Instructiun wks pven, Qnly p-oups rec;%ivinj instruction Imp 
provfd on Nonlnstrugted Aeuers, Evidence was produced for 
tramfir of learning to totally new letters. when demonstration 
waa tee instructional strategy used to communicate rules* 

4 Both demons^ation and verbal Jnitruction had a positive 
effeqt on the copying performance of the^e kindergarten chil- 
dren* The effects of the atrategies appeared to be additive. 
Mtah scores obtainod on the posttest by the group receiving 
combined demonstration and verbal instructioft were hi^^ 
than ^ost obtained by the two groiq)s receiving one component 
as the lnatructlonm| ttrategy^ Howtveri demonstration ap^ 
pear ad to be the critical factor involved in 'leair^iing diiflciiit 
letters and in transfer of learning, 

DiGbfary to flndings reported in other studies (Hirich S 
Niedermeyir^ 1973; Williams, 1976), diicFimlnatlon improve 
si^ifi^Biitly froQi pre-^ to posttest. Tliere was no efisct mp^^ 
QiiiQ to rula^baaed instruction. Simple practice in copylnf 
ltft»rs rppeafed to be siiffi^reht to tmprove discrimination. 

For the qualitative analysia Ittttrs were classified accord^ 
ing to the e^cteni to which thf three atarttng rules and thi^ee 
prDfresjlon rules identified by ^Sdnow and /ine (1973) ap^ 
pUed to their construction. Rules used in copying' letters on 
the pre- and postttsts were recordtd. Rule observance was 
tahiUated, aummedj and converM into percentages for all 
children on the pretest and for chUdren^withln instructed 
p'oups and within the control p'o^^on the posttests* The data 
were analyzed qualitatively by comparing these peroentages. 
Qualit&^ive analysis supported ttie premlie th^ c^^^ng is a * 
rule'^based \mk^ Application of rults. facilitated the production 
d smoe letters and interfered with accuracy of groduotion lor 
others* Children in instructed ^oups used the starting ai^ 
propfession rules more consistently and more seiectively on 
the posttest than'did children ifi the control group.- Some eyl^ 
denes miqpporting the idea that coping errors are rule abased 
was produced. 



ANALYTIC VS. If'OLIstlC ENCODlJiG STR.\TEGiES HI tm - 

LAtlQN TO VOCABULAHY LEAPNirrG AtJU 

Order No. 78?O240 

KMVOYt Susan Barbara, Ph,D. Inivf rsity of CaUf Praia, hos 
Angeles, 1978. i^2pp. Chairperson: Proiessor Merlin C. Witt- 
rock 

In line with the aptitude-trsatnient-int@raction motlel (Cron- 
bach and Snow^ 1977), it i*^ixs nredieted th^l^ indlvidtml differ- 
ences in ability lo utilize ajia Lytic and hoi stic encoding strate- ^ 
giea interact with in9tructionp.l tasks and could'be utlUied as a 
predictor of vocabulary learning otitcome. It was hypothesized 
that for students who are more competent ia analytic than ho^ 
liitig processing, instructional tasks with an analytic =aequeh^ 
tial organisation v#ould significantly increase ieanUng and re- 
tention of vocabulary items in comparison to tasks wiUi a 
holistic- slinultaneous organiEatlon. It was hypothesUed th^ for 
atudtnts who are moi^ competent in holistic than analytic pro- 
cessing, holistically organized instructional tasks would pro« 
duce greater vocabulaiy learning and retention than analytlcaUy 
organised tasks. Furthermorej on tLie basis of the generative 
model of learnirtg ^ittrock* 1974), it was predicted that activeiy 
involving the student in the construcf Ion of meaning would sig- 
nificantly increaie learning and retention. It was hypothesi^d 
that for itudents more competent in analytic prQcessing ^d for ^ 
those more competent in holistic proceaaing, treatm^ots calU 
ing for, generative elaboration of conctpti would significaiitiy 
increase learning and retention of vocabulary items in compari^ 
son to cohtrql treatments without elaboration. To test these hy^ 
pothiie% 161 first year college students were clasiified as ' 
either more compete^it in aiialytlc or holiatic procesiing, ac- 
^rdiBg to their scores on the Street Figure Completion Test 
and the Weachler Verbal Slmilaritifel Test, and randomly as- 
signed to experimental and control treatments* A Newm^-* 
Keulstest showed that vocdtulaiy learning ^d re tentinn were 
sipiificimtly increased ^ < .01) when there was a match 
tween treat me ht and encoding etrate^ in comparison to when 
a mlsimtch exlited. This test also i^ndicated th^ vocabulMf , , 
learning and retenti^ w^re significant^ iQcreased (p < M) by 
treatments calling for gene rati v§ elatig ration of concepts ia 
both Analytic and holistic strategies in comparison to the control 
treatments. These data suggest that compatibiU^ betwMi sub^ ' 
jects* .<^uperior encoding strate^ and task requirements and 
initructions to generatively elaborate the concepts may be an 
important contributor to successful perforniance with refard to 
vocabulaiy learning. 



THE EMERGING MIDDLE BCHOOL LANOUAGE ARTS PRO- 
GRAM Order No, 7S17i65 

KUHLMANN, Sandra Ellen Muss, Ph.D. The University of 
Tij^i at Austin, 1978, 28ipp, Supervisori 0. L. Davls^ Jr, 

Problem ' The mlddla school movgment, while only In 
Its infancy, ^haa had a significant Impact on^ American public 
education, interest In it has prog reiaed from investigation of 
its history and generaMnfluence^to more specific areas €A coni- 
cerii and quest long about its future* This study involved posit- 
ing a deacription of the emerging middle school laniuage arts 
program* » ' 

^» ^ Procedure: The stud^ involyed^stveral distinct phases. 
First, writings ^hieh present the backf round and history of the 



■ ■ ■ ■ , ; .. - \ 

lit, CqruHj^sitmH' The desciMpUon of the emerging program 

TBs^mch that \H ne t'ded in ordur io provide insight intd Eheprotj- 
leni. There wer; ouiMniijor conclusions: (i,) Uficierstandirig 
of the backj^rtmii tho middle Hcliool nioveinent involves com- 
ptix study, (2.) u literature indicates that program which 
fits thp natijrtf oi i,K? atloleHCent Is Btudeat=ct?ntered, Is .rsquon- 
tlal, is fle^ibU*, Hlresstis process, stresses basic skills. Is in- 
dividualized, nnd is Innovative. (3,) significantly, the question •* 
nairag indlcatfe'd that the schools were not ImplonientinK the 
highly student-tiontereil I'haracturiatics uf the program de- 
scribed in the literature, nor wire they likely^to in the future, 
(4.) Finally, all jiersonncl intpri^sted in the middle school lan- 
guage artja progranj niMi^l inVolve tlicmsulves in in-depth siydyj 
on -going reHearch, and cHirrkulum. study if they are to have the 
needed control over the present and the future of the emerging 
middie Hchool laugua|(e.artfe progrunu 



Thario reHuIts wer« discussed with referenco to perceptuar 
1)1 1 i'fM Um' r'iiii''; in thi: tlfH'*.»|f 'piMi.'n! f ' ''U't'Liry, ;ind jm- 
pli^tionH fur odiicutionni practice. Literacy was defined as the 
learning aiid use of rVIationHhips betwr?on difforfiit compopcfjtH 
oi kjiowlydge {'i,e,, sdlioniatiL) for tlie V'siblo rcprchentation Qff 
lanpiuge, Chlldrt'n's use of Htrateiries in devclopin'T literacy 
prov.'doH €3VidencQ for tlie C'ognitive construction of luge reia^ 
tionshipSj after tlie priiiuiry inforniatioii has been f iired' 
through perceptual learning and stored aa different u\t / 4cha-' 
mnta. .ImpllcatiDns for educational practice suggest tiisuteiich- 
ers could use representations of lettere rather than letter 
names in instruction, Instructional use of eeologidally %vhQif 
or represef^tative sets of information would avoid encouraging 
children to u^e limitid strategies based on artificially con- 
strained information. These techniques could be effectively 
incorporated into a variety of different teaching mathodM to Im^ 
prove the total educational program. 



CHiLDRiH s knowledge; of let j'ER names and the 

DEVELOPMENT OF Ln^ERAOY Order No. 7817795 

LfeHNE, Gregory Kenneth, Ph.D, Cornell University, 1978, 
146pp. 

The relaticnshlp betwet n children's toiosvledge of letter 
riainei and the development of writing, spylLlng and reading skill 
was atiidied, as well as aspects of the developmint of these lit- 
eracy skills themselves, uWhile the research literature sug = 
festi that the development of writing sWll is related to percep- 
tual learning, the role of letter-name knowledge in this process 
la not understood. ReseaJrch findings conflict about whether 
ypung children use acrophonic (letter name) correspondences 
in learning Teading or Spelling skills. 

The research project testtd 40 American kindergarten and 
55 ftrst^grade children using five literacy tasici; naming visu- 
ally shown lower-case letters; writing letters in response to 
file letter names; spelling the initial sounds in words; and oral 
, reading of real and pseudo-words. Kindergarten children were 
' teptfid in'Decerrib^r and April; first-grade children were tested 
in October, February and May* > ^ 

- Analyses of the results of testing show that there is no nec- 
essary relationship between children's knowledge of letter 
names and the developnipnt of writing skill: these develop as 
independent skills. ChUdren used a capitalization strate^ to 
avoid writing errors on the lower-case letters. Their writing 
errors mostly resulted in ambigiious graphemes due to a fail- - 
ure to sp^ecify the distinctive features of the letters. These 
errors are related to perceptual learninf, not cognitive confu- 
sions between letters. Thus predictlons^based on E,J, Gibion's 
perceptual learning theory were confirmed, A developr lental 
sequence was identified for the process of learning to write 
the set of latters in response to the letter names, 

Childreirs speaing of the initial iette.^ in words sho^^ed um 
they used an acrophonic (letter name) strategy-. This str ategy 
facilitated correct spelling fur words beginning with certain 
eonionants and -long* vowels; it also resulted in frequent icro- 
phonia errors. Children^ speUing of multiple sound correspon- 
denets (/i/^/j/) shows the competing use'of an aerophonle 
strategy with a strategy based on the most frequently occurring 
letter to represent these soundi, 

CWIdran also used an acrophDnle strategy in reading, A de- 
velopinental sequence for the earl*? process of learning to read 
^inelud^ a level where children 'read* words using the name of 



THE EFFECT OF INSTRUCTION IN MOTOR MO VE>XE NTS 
ON THE QUALITY OF laMDERGARTEN CHILDREN'S PRINT^ 
SCRIPT HANDWRITING . Order No, 7812310 

MARSHALL^ Millicent, Ed,D. The University of Tulsa, 19^8, . 
108pp. Director: Professor Richard Hall 

This study investigated the relationship bet^ween specific i©^ 
quential instruction in motor movements and the qualify of the 
disoretaj lower-case, print -script letters of the alphabet when 
written by Kindergarten children ^ho had no diagnosed physical 
or learning disabilities. 

, Six Kndergarten classes were ^elected by randGm^itfatified 
sampling and m^tc^d on socioeconomic status and age. Clashes 
wera randomly assigned to I .her a control (C) or an ejqptrl^ 
mental (E) groups, A program of s^q^ential instrucUon in motor 
rnovemants the arm, hand and fingers neeeasitat jd whan * . 
Writtng the dlsorete, lower-case, print-script letters of the al* 
phaW by hand ^vas iie^^sed for the e^tperi mental group alone 
and given for 40 sessione of 15 minutes duratidn each from th©^ 
beginning of Febriary 1976*untll the middle of May 19?6, 
A post test of handwritiftg quality was .consiructed and fivm to 
all subjects in the sample (n - 97) within one week at the end , . 
of May 1976, 

Tliree Jud^^s were chosen to assess the qitality of hwidwrlt^^ ^ 
Ing, ^ach having at least 10 years experience teaching Kindei^ 
garten children. Three sessions were devoted to the spe^fle 
training and instructign of the judges ^in the assessment of three 
factorj^of quaUty print- script handwriting accordin| to pre-* . ^ 
scrlMl criteria^ Inter-Judge reliahiflty obtained by means ef * « 
a Peiison product -morafent correlation matrix was r - ,,88^ * ^' 

An analysis of ^variance of the dataj controlUng for age, 
indicted a significant (p.< ,05) superiority of the subjlctMn *j 
the eiq^erimental group 47) over the subjects in the control 
grfti^i (n = 50) on toeir performances on the test of quality of^ 
handwriting. Analyses o{ variance indicated a signiliqant \ 
< *05) superiority of girls Jn ^ 54) over Ijoys (n - 43j on thff 
p^attest data but no significant differCTice between rig^t ^handed 
subjects (n ^ 81) and left-handed subjects (n - 16), The rela- 
tiqnihip between posttest data and the time taken by subjeats ^ ^ 
in the experimental group to complete a sequence of mcrtor paft* 
terns and letters was not found to be significant when a Spear-* 
man riuik^ox'der correlation was calculated, , ^ 

The Implicaiiors of the results for the impleni'Bntatton of 
instrucUon&l progwns In print-script handwritlhg for Kinder- 



, ' AUDITORV BLENDINO, AS IT RELATES TU AUDITORY 
DiSCRlMrNATlON AND MENTAL AGE IN FIRST AND 

SECOtiU OHADti PUPiLS OrJtjr No, VBiuVi2 

MASZTAL^ Nancy Drowning, Ph.D. University of Miami, 1978, 
yV^p. Supervisor: Helen K. Smith 

The puFpoie of this study was to determine if the ability of 
^Irst and ^cond ^rade pupils' to blend sounds Intu words in n 
functigmof ment^^^e or auditory uiscrimination or a function 
ol Bn interaction between auditory discrimination and mental 

'* . * 

' ^ ' FrQeecl nres 

* ^ Th© subjects' for this study were first and second orude 
pupils from two Palm Be rich County Schools. Botii sciiools 
wer© Idtntified by the Palm Beach County Prograrn Evaluation 
Pepartment as represertt^tive of middle to upper-middle socio* 
econoinlf! levels/ A 

LMers wefa .^ent to all the parents of theJirst mid second 
grsde students in the participilting sahools informing them of 
the study and .requesting permission for theii* c^ildv^n to par- 
tieipate. .Subjects were then selected from thos^atL lents 

,1 turning signed permission slips on' the basis of tht foUowing 
%riteria"r all subjects were riative speakers of English^ had 

■ normal miditory acuity, and^were not, a mehiber of a^fipeciai 
class for the learning disabled^ emotionally disturbed, ment^ly 
r€tar4€fd or hard of hearing. In addition , eac^i subject had an 
IQ of 85 or above and a mental age of 7, ^r 8. A total of ISO 
students was tested with lu7 meeting ajfl criteria (or the sub- 

= jecti In this study, ■ ^ # ' - " 

* Th© Lorge-ThorncttA intelligence Test (1957) the 'AuditOi'y 
Dficri mi nation Test (Wepman^ 1971)^ and the Auditory Blend- 
\ In^^jsmt ''(Experimental) ^^^ere administered to teach subject ac- 
coi'mnj to procedures outlined in the technical manuals, The 
order of testing was counter balanced on each set' of eight su^ 
jects as an internal validity check. "Tl^e Auditory Blending Test 
(l30erlrnental)j presented by means of a tape recording, tested 
aacbmHsjeet^s ability to blend 10 monosyllabic words. 

A multiple re'gression model was employed to test the three ? 
^hypotheses of this study. The three* predictor variables were 

^^entM age, auditory discrimination^ and the variable produced 
\j by th© product Of mental. age and auditory discrimination. The 
cHterfon vnrraWe wns '3uditnry blending. 

0 ^= . ^ Findings ' ' 

Th© correlation coefficients provide by the BMD02R 
^ wis© Rtgf assign Computer Program reveided' slight but st^#^ 
tieally signilic^t correlations between the variables^ mental 
agds^ guditory discrimination^ ajid auditory blinding. The high- 
tst correlation was between mental age and auditory discrimi- 
nation (.35) folicjj^ed by mental agrand auditory blending (.28), 
Th# iowest jpositi V© correlation was between auditory di^rimi- 
liOlton and auditofy blending^ (J 5). The (prf going coefficients, 
wero itsiiistic ally signifies!. The coefficient of correlation 
batwe^ the product variable^ m#ntal ige X au'ditory discrimi- 
naHOfi^ and auditory blending was hegatlye (».19) and not st^ls^ 
^ tic ally sign if ic^t. ^ ^ • ' / * ^ 

Tie findings in relation to tlit three direcitonal hypotheits 
iiidlcated mental age ^d.audUorfy diserlmin^tiofi do ^pntribute 
dpiilieaiiUy to auditbry blendlng^^Ulty jyirhen not tistad in con- 
juiictton with thd product variable tnent^ age X auditor)^ dls^ 
cHminatibn* Howevefi, when ail threi hyjiotheaea ar'Q fe^td " 



Conclusion g 

't^fia foMr i:)r<v ,if,n ''li ^ if.rics ^\;Fi hhspc! ypon the* findinffp ?nH 
shou 1 be considered with reference to the limitations of thla 

1. M^ntHl is iho bgst predictor of blending ability with 
auditory ii^cr'niinntion the second best predictor of the varl^ 
ablea in this «Uiriy, 

2, The hiors j/iarure the child is nientally and the liigher the 
child's auditory d^sc M.rii nation score is, the better is ^h© abil- 
ity to blend one- r^yUablfe words: 

Tuere are fa£tors oth^r th^in auditory discrimination and 
mental age which contribute to tne ability to blend monosyllabic 
words. 

4. First and second grLde f.hildren from middle, uppar^^' 
middle socioeconomic envlronrnerits are a^er^e or EJbDy© a?*** 
erage in mental ability, in auditory discrimination, and in midi-' 
tory blending ability. 

■ ^5 



' AN iWALYSiS OF THE RELATrONSHlP BETWEEN AUDf- 
TORY PROCESSmG SKILLS AND READ^rG ACHIEVEMENT 
AT THE mJDERGARTEN AND FmST OTADE LEVELS 

Order No, 78li513 

NETOAN, Susan Baime, Ed.D. University of the-Pacifiy, 1977= 
ISBpp. 

PURPOSE: This study was designed to measure the ^©cts 
an auditory training prep-am. The primary goal was to In^ 
veitigate whether auditory skills can be taught. A secondary 
g^l was to determine if these auditory processing skills^ as 
defined in the training program, facilitated growth in overall 
reading achiivement. 

PHbCEDTOE^ Students from seventeen kindergarten and 
-i first p'ade classrooms in the Branford Public School System 
were choseh to partlcipata in this study. Schools were ran'* 
doEnly assigned to the e^erimental and control groups. The 
' ejqserimental group participated in the Auditory Processing 
Traiaing Program, an instructional' system using audio taped 
lessons and worksheets, fiva to fifteen minutes in length, thr©e 
^tlm©5 weekly for a period of seven months. Both th© ej^u^'i-^ 
mental and ^control p-oups were e^^osed to the ^nditiofml basal 
prograhi of reading instruction (Ginn 360). Li order to ©quilti© 
treatmei^ among the experimental classroomSj controls w^e 
imglement^ re^rdingthe environment, the teacher'p role snd 
the student aides. ^ Three t^st measuris wer© administtred to 
aisoiS growth in the st^ent's auditory processing, visual per ^ 
caption, and readinf achievement skill j: the Auditory Prdcass- 
f Ing Test, tha Motor- Free Visual Perc^tion Test, and ^ Mt*- ^ 
t'opoUtan Achiavement Test. Analyses of covarianee wer© 
utiliaed to eimmina diffaraneas betacaen th© two groups. The 
Pearson pr^uet- moment cprr elation coafficient was computed 
to analyse the ralationibip between a^udlt^y ^d visual parcap^ 
Uon lor tha es^arimant^ and control groups. In addition, th© 
tfaatxnent poup was dlvidad into three le\^els: hi^, middl©; 
and lefw on initial rei^nf tcfeiavemant ^©ras to daterikiin© 
which group ws» most affected by the inatructlonal program. 

iWDBiGS; ' ' ^ 

1) The iipprovemant in auditory proGessing scores- for tba ' 
{raatment ^oup was'-significantly higher than tha dont^ol groi^, 
at to© firit grade lavaL The results at the kindtrgarteii leirei 
wtm mixtd, due to mathodological probletns whioh prevs^^ 
coU©ction of vali4 pratfst data. Therefore aU ir^araims abobt 
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4) ^Itr© wtrt no slpiiffciht diHtr^ 

-Ift FMttfif mghidvtmtnt b0twe#n the tF«ttm«it and eaatroi ^a^p 
it fifit grftdo ItveL Bcwtvtr, at Ui« kinder^ten level, 
ibs eei^rol p^oi^ seSred signlflearitly higher thMi the tf eatmnt 
l^oap em the iound^Symbel Heiationihip subttst of &e Me^O" 
p^itma Riading Reedinass Test. 

i) Auditory and vlaial perceptual itdUs were hi^lf qqw^ 
T^MM in both te^^tmert and control p^oupa* 

- CCHCLUSIGNSi RemaU ot tlUs e^rlraent ^ndiemted tii^ 
luditGry skUli can be teght. Improvemtnti in Auditory iouitd 
Bleitdlisg, Auditory itqueiittai Memory and Audltc^y Visi^ &i* 
tegrstton w^e lipiificmnUy hi^tr for the treatment In 
tht iirst $t^m. This was specially true for ahiUren at 
lev msd silddie levels ol rmding achiavfinent. litis improve^ 
HSfal ia iMditory skills hciwever, did nt^" translate Into ii^r eased 
r^dliif achie^eRiMit wittUn the ejcperinien&l period. It could 
he that si^if leant effects will be^in evidence later on» bvk 
ter itaesrch will be nectsf ary to explore this possiblUtyp 
plfficulties in testinf these fskiUs aniong kinder^ttn ehil^ 
s^erely limit the ability to measure treatment ejects at 
this ags leveL A d^ereni experimental design will b€ n^ss* 
Mry U further research is to proceed successftdly. 

RlCWMENDAT!pNS= E^licayons of this study uslni a 
hetsr^eaeous population would augment th& ii^erential oon^ 
elusions drawn from this study. In addition, a iimplified 
sloR of the program for tht^pre^kinder^rten aod klnder^rttn 
Isytil^ would aUow for a true test of the usefulness of auditory 
proGSSSlnf traini^. Hewever, due to the general finding that 
au^tory processing ikiUs art not traiisferable to reading 
•chleyement, new avenues of research tmphasi^g lan^iage 
im^ovtinent, partic^arly at the kinder g^ten levtl, are rec- 

' omBiinded. 



^,.T^ EFFEGTS OF TRAINDIO IK SYNTHl SIS- LEVEL CON- 
'ctptuau^ation UFON LOW-^ACHIEVING FIRCT 
nrTH GR^ERS INVOLVIMN A UTEIU^ 
- HSBDSS^ApE TUTORING PROGRAM Order No, 7814957 

OUVIR, Jo^Ellen, Ph.D. University of Georgia, M978i 190^. 
Si^rrisorS! George Mason md Robert Palmatier^ 

This study was undertaken to determine the effect i of two ^ 
!> apPfM'iO^s to^Uterature^ based tutoring. Forty ^cnne'low-aehieV'F 
^iaC lUth graders taught 43 low? achieving first graders twice 
wMkly for a period of IS weeks. All fUth-^rade children re- 
c#iv#d preservict and inserviee traifting and read at least t€?o 
ttorlss veekly to the ycHiiigsr children and taught them a few 
words and litters. Experimental fifths grade^ children were 
tau^p by use of eoneretep objecti^ thtn^eCteri^ then wo^s, and 
: then stories, to discriminate^ to abstract and to genemlizei and 
Afially 10 synthesiie concepts from two or more stories and 
thsir own eiqperience. 

All children were tested for intelligence, reading achieve^ 
msstp attitudes toward readingi and seU^ concept. In addition^- - 
fifths grmde students were tested for ability eo make conceptual 
^raiip^sei and for abjiity to synthesize conoepte on a criterion^ 
reftrsrMed instrument created for this study, j 

HaU of the excperimeptai and haU at the control children at 
both grade Itvels were pretested (as per requLrements of the 
iolomoii Four Experimental Rt search Deilgn), Ail of the chiU 
dfSfi ^ere posttested, 

Ejecspt on BeU'Conoept and Reaioning subtests of the SRA " 
' FMA at fUth^ grade level and on reading comprehension at llfth^ 
^ l^^i^ Itvei, tjoth expe^mental and control children received 
' hl^isr mean posttest scores than pretest scorts. Analysis of 
imrianc#| however^ yLelded signtf leant differences betwien ex^ 



At first grade lavel^ ana^sli of va.iiKce on posttest scores 
yiflded significant dlfftrencei between e^trlmental and control 
children on Vocabula^ subtest scores and Total §cores^Qf the • 
Caljifornia Achievement Test md on the Number FaciUty sub- 
test of the SRA ^ p]V^ > When analysis of covariance was ptr^ 
lormtdy using the pretests as covariantSi the differences bm^ 
tween e^qperimental and control ahildren were not si^lficant^ = 

Modefate correlation coefficients were found between the 
scores on A Tentativ e Criterion Referenced Teat to Measure 
Thinking Proegssaa and the totaricorei^l the S^' - Pj^ , the 
Number FacUity subtest of the SRA-P^IA i the Raasoninf sub- 
ttst of the PMA and the Comprehension subtest scores 
of the California Aahlevement Test , Low eorrelatldns were 
found between the Verbai Meaning iubt est of the SRA ^ P^IA, 
the Vocabulary subtest of the Califomia Achleveme^ Test and 
A Tentative Criterion Referenced Test to ^leasurejrhiriking^ 
Processes^ ~ ^ 



THE RMLATlONSHfra, AMONG THE VARIOUS LANGUAGl 
AmLIT!^^ ORAL Rfii^lNG, W^TTEN LANOUAGlj 
OEAL LWGUAOE AND VERBAL LANGUAGE IN QUAmB 
OKI THROUGH EIGHT ^ Order No* 7^M14 

iCHUB, VlTlenne Vera, E4D. Bright Young Unlverslfy, 
lim 151pp. Chairmiirc H. Clifford Clark 

The purpose of Oils stu^ was to dstermine the relstlonsMp- 
Mkk differ^ces in the iradt equivalent scorta ^o?^ oral tmmi^ 
ing ^hlsTiment; written languagtg oral languagei and Ttrbal 
l^isaft of primary^ Intermediate, ^d Junior high students In 
gradet one through eight in the Sunol Olen Elementary School, 
iunolp Californlat during the school yegfr 1977^1978. 

It foui4 thaC alt possible combinailoni of or^ readSsig 
aeht^rtment, written t^piage, or^ language,, and Ftrbal Uui* 
iu^gSk^scores for grades one through eight overall, wtre loiuid 
to be significant to the .01 level, thus indicating a high 
of relidionshlp lunong the four variables, oral reading aehft^e^ 
meii^ and written, oral, and verbal la^uage* . 

It was concluded from this study that a child who spe aki - - 
well, writes well and has a goQd vocahulury tends to read welL 



THE EFFECT OF COMPUTER FEH8ONAU1ATI0H OF 
PRACTICE MATEHIAIJ OH SPELLING HJJSTRUCTION 



iCHE,^E%jpjiiija^jtiniwp^ caiifsrtirwnr 

^^^Chidrpsrsoni Professor Newtoh Metfessel 

f> PurpoiQ * 'Hie puxpose of this study was to investigate ths 
effect of pej^onalized spelling practice materials used as a M|n 
plement to a state^adopted speller en the spelling performancs 
of third grade public school students. 

The following re^^lrch questions were investigated* (1) To 
vh^ ei^ettt, if any, did personallied spellirig practice mlUefimte 
tts^ m a supplement to a state^adopt^ speller improft tt* ^ 
^^lUng periormanGe of Uurd^grade students on the Wide BMS^st ^ 
Aighievement Teal, i^lUng Level I and on a test of the vuMi j 
d^wn from the spelling lists to be l^rned in Li^placoti's Paaic, 
|, Bo^ D? (2) To what ent, if ai^, did j^r^sUsed 
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ttltvistoa progrmm. Tht dt^antefit v&il^las were graenOl 
■ptIliBg ^7forat^9 (la mtawind ^ th« Jastik Wide 
Achimmtnt Tesi, SpvlUng Ltvel I) ^ iptcUio sptll^g ptr« 
lormaacf (aa measured by a t#»t dimm iFom Uie i|^UU^ Uacs 
pf«Mit€d la Lipp^oott'i Bolg SptUiM i Bodi p). The leMb^ 
#rs la all the ulassrOQms followed t}|ft pjroetdufey and tisie 
Umits impQied Uie curriculum ipscillemtlws @f th« Qleadalt 
Unilifd School District. St^jtcta somprl^d 88 Itoyi ^ gtrU 
in the third gradej In two suburlw schools^ To control (or pds« 
siblt reactive elfecti, one school was rao^m^ itlicter as the 
ej^i-lmcntai gfoi^ ^rsonalised spelling pracMct m^tj «U) 
mtX other school as tne c^trol groups Data were anai^ied 
Ihrougb Analyses of Covarlanc^. 

Findings . Analyiis ol the data result&d in the following flnd^ 
ingtt (I) PerMnaliied spelling pimctice materials used as a 
suppltment to S^tate<» adopted speller do s#em to signlfic^Iy 
Improve the ipelling ptrformanee of third grade studtnts on a 
standardised test (F ^ 6.329, £ ^ < .OS), (2) Fei^ciiali^ed spelU 
ing practiee materf aU do not 3#em to sipUf Uantiy i^rove the 
spelling performance of third graders on a test lof the words 
drawn from the speller. (3) Personalized selling practics ma^ 
ttrials do n<^ seem to dlffertntlaliy improve the i')tlling p#r- 
lorm^ce of third grade b^s and girls on a staDdardiied test. 
(4) Petronaliied ipelling practice materials do not seem to 
differentially improve the spellkig perfoiwmce of third pfsde 
boys sad girls on. a test of the words drawn from the ipe|ler« 

Coeclustons, The following conclusions seem to ^ war-* 
ranted: . (1) The addition of personaUzed'variables to practice 
materials in a^iAject, mth as spelUng, did appear to si^Ui^ 
r'citttly in^rove general spelling perforxnance as measured ^ 
a stariikirdi%cd tiit; and (2) the finding that there was no slg^ 
nificant les diffei^ntial contradicts current research. Persoii^ ^= ^ 
milsti^n mi^t provide un added Interest factor for the bc^s. 
The ^tstlos should h% tiqslortd further. 

Recom menc^tions . -Based on the findings msA conclusions 
of tlds study » the following recommendations mi^ be madei 
(1) A modified replication of the prssent stu^ should be mde 
In which (a) the duration of the treatment is ei^tended to ^e 
academic year, (b) a larger san^le size is utlUzedj^ (c) a dif^ 
ftrent spelling series is used^ (d) multiculturml backgrounds 
Wiould be included, and (e) remedial filers shoUld be exam^ 
ined as a subgroup. (2) Ptrsonaligation could be ^ipUed to 
Other learning situations, such as number factSj alphabetiziag, 
Uteral comprehension, and the presentation of survival Infor- 
matiOB, as a means of adding inttrtst and stimulating enthu^ 
siasm. ' ^ 

(Copies available from Micrographics Depart mtnt, Dohei^ 
Libnufy, UiC, Los Angeles, CA 90007,) 



THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEIN AN INSTRUCTIONAL 
LEVEL IN SPELUNG AND THE INSTRUfcTIONAL LEVEL 
IN RiADING AMONG ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILEAN 

Order No. 7ilOSS2 

I- 

SMMONSi J^ice Louisa, Ed.D. Universlly of Northern Colo- 
rado,. 1978. 131pp. 

Q 

The Problem 

Tilt purpost of this study was to investigate the reWion-^ 
ship dl the Insbnictional level in reading to an instructional 
lev^ in spelling, ^eclfiaallyi this investi^tion sought an- 

aiifsw #A #liA'fn11nitrinQr niiBstlnnie* 1 Tinmm. it r^lafi Anahin ASfilit 



eons^cted by tte Investigator. The Inventory eonslsted of 
^lAlUng tests for pade levels two throu^ €i^t. The h^^heat , 
test level at whlGh from 75 to 88 percent of the words wsrs 
corftctly tpelM was dtsl^ated as the instructiojial leveL 
T^ instruction level in reading was determined for taeh 
child by means of the word recbpiitlon test of the Standard 
Reading Znventon^y and was deii^at^ as the level at which — 
testing was terminated minus one leveL 

Hie reiulti of the apellinf inventory testa and the word 
recognition teats were tabulated as grade planement scores 
imUcating the instruction levels in reading and spelUng for 
e^h individual. The correlation coefficient was computfd for 
the InstE^ctional ^ade level scores in reading and spelling. 
A t^test for dependent variables was used to deter mine Uie sig- 
nificance ^ the correlation ^tween the instructional level in 
SpelUng and the instructional level in reading. 

Results 

The correlation coefficienl for instructional grade level 
scores in readlnf and spelling was found to be .9176/ A t^test 
fOTT significance of the correlation yielded a t value of 15.993. / 
The cwr^l^t^on was found to be significant, with p < .0005. In 
SO percent of the cases tested, the instructional level in spelU 
ing was found'to be one grade level below the instructional 
lev#l in reading. 

Conclusions 

1, It is common practice to select instructional materials 
for gelling at the p*ade level corresponding to current ^ade ' 

- pla€#ment^- The results of this investigation show use of ^ch 
a melhc^j to select instructional materials was^ accurate in 18 

. ptrcent of the cases studied, but would stem to result in eidier 
bn^ation or l^k of challenge for the major ify cl students. 
2. Thirty^iifht children were found to have instructursi Isrels 
in rtidlng at the same level ^or above their present grsde ptee^ 
menti while nintteen chlldreh were found to have instiwtlcmal 
l#¥#ls in ^elUng at their 'present grade level or above, ^ Tbo 
nstd to determine instructional levels in spelling is indlcatsd 

- in ord^ to facilitate growth in spelling ^Uty commenstirats 
idtti pfowth in reading ablii^. 3. The ins^ctional Isrtl ia 
riding equaled or exceeded ttie Instructtoiml level in ^lUaf 
in sU cases, studied. The student who has an instructional Isfel 
in r^^ng below the p^ade level in wUch he is placed eannot be 
^^•ctfd to benefit from i^truction in ^eUing using ^cUing 
m^riids that are at the grade level in which the student is 
currsntly placed. 4. Hie instruction^ level in spelUnf can b& 
prsdicted with knowledge of the instructional level in r^^ng. 
toh a prediction should be followed by careful monitor ii^ of 
tbe cUld^i performance at the instructional level in order that 
necessary adjustments can be made in the level ol instruct ^ 
tibial mlterial used.. 



A STUDY OF THE EMPKASES OF MILDRED AGNES DAWSON 
m THE gDUCATION OF CfflLDRlN IN THE AMEMCAN 
IMGLISH LANGUAGE ABTS Order No, 7819S10 

WOOLtiEY, Dorothy Gay It Hiihtowtri E4D* Universi^ of th« 
PftcUie, 1978. 32Tpp. 

The Probltm: The prtitnt stu^^ was dtslgntd to esimint 
tmd ti^lort Pawson^a #mphai#§ on four strands in^language 
Itariiif^ for teachtri and itudtnta of the AmarlciJi EngUih 
lififui^e arU In the tlemtntary jchools of the Unittd States 
of Atntrica. This stud^ sought to find and isolate those siajor 
emphases made by Dawson In the language arts strands of or^ 
laaig^age, rtadingj written compositioni and grammarp 

FrO€edares: Histori^^ restitarcB procedures were uti^ 
llied in this study. Primary source materials used In tMs 
stuc^ were^ (1) personal interviews with Dawsoni @) corre^ 
spondenea from Dawson; and (3) books^ artieleSp paipphleta; 
sltiA leaflets written by Dawson^ Seoondaiy souree inaterialtf 
used in ^is study were: (1) personal ^interviews with 
Dnwson^s co-authors, coliemgurs, organiiationpl co^^rHere, 
and fomer students; (2) eorrespondence frqna Cawsf n^s oo^ 
siiihors, coUeagues, organizational eo^workers^ and former 
Mudents; and (3) books, articles^ pampUetf, and buLetliis 
whtch outlined ihe historical and phUosophieal devel^nieiit 
of America English l^iguage arts ^om the 1890's until the 
1030*1, . 

Fjntttngs: Dawson believed that the scientlQc inovmei^> 
withlis e^hmsis oh child development th^rteSi learning &eo« 
ries, and objective testlhg, helped t6 formuliie proper cur- 
rtetdar cootent in language arts school proi^ams. She ad« 
hired to a lai^uage arts progrm which siqiported practical 
mnd functioni^ use of language. In £l four selected ianguaft 
i^ts str^ds she emphasized subjecf^mi^er and leaFning m^e* 
rL^s which reflected both children's interests and actual life 
ei^eritnces. ^ ' , 
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